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A Message from the Board of the BAHS
Members and Friends of Bedeque Area Historical Society,

22 November 2020

Because of Covid 19, the summer of 2020 has proved to be a very unusual one for the Bedeque
Area Historical Museum – as it was also for all of those Island businesses and community
organizations which rely partly or wholly upon visitors. As you are aware already from our June
Newsletter, we had to cancel all of our usual summer events, including the four new exhibits
we had planned, our Monday evening history talks and our fund-raising strawberry and icecream social. We also weren’t able to hold our annual seafood raffle.
Despite these problems, the Board decided to keep the Museum open for the summer. We had
already applied for funding from the usual provincial and federal sources to employ two
summer student workers. These grants came through, and so we felt it important that we keep
the Museum open even though we knew that visitor numbers would be greatly down because
of the restrictions on tourist travel, and because Islanders themselves were restricting much of
their summer activities.
As outlined in our June Newsletter we were very concerned about the effects of Covid on our
fund-raising this summer: to remain viable we have to raise about $10,500 each year from
sources other than our government grants for student wages and the Community Museums
development grant. However, as outlined in the next paragraph, we have managed to raise
sufficient funds to get us through the current year.

We extend our thanks to all those who have made donations this past summer:
$1,166 has been given so far in private donations, plus another $720 in business and personal
sponsorships of the Museum’s work. We have also received a covid-related grant of $5,000
from the federal government’s Museum Emergency Assistance Program plus an additional
$1,667 from Young Canada Works in support of the student wages, and $420 from provincial
refunds related to covid. This additional $7,087 coming from government has prevented us
from becoming insolvent and has enabled us so far to pay the bills! We especially appreciate
all of those individuals who have contributed through membership subscriptions and by making
special additional donations.
This newsletter is shorter than usual because most of the summer events that we normally
report in our fall newsletter did not take place. Let us hope that next summer we will have a
more normal summer!
All best wishes,
The Board of BAHS

We have had a great response to our calls for members to renew their annual subscriptions.
Fifty of you have renewed your individual or family membership, thereby contributing $1,045
to our running costs. We thank all those who have done so.
A REMINDER TO THOSE WHO HAVEN’T YET RENEWED: Memberships are renewable in July of
each year, and you may post a cheque made out to the Bedeque Area Historical Society to the
address on the first page of this newsletter, along with your name and contact methods,
including email. The subscription is $20 for individuals and $25 for families or households.
These subscriptions are an important source of our income enabling us to carry out our
programs and they are especially important this year when other methods of fund-raising
have been restricted. For donations additional to the subscription, we can give a tax receipt.

THE SUMMER OF 2020
The Museum was open from Tuesday 16 June to Sunday 6 September staffed by our two
student workers, Caleb Coyle and Nathan Wright. As we had expected, our visitor numbers
were very much down: we had only 135 visitors, a considerable drop from the 658 of the
previous summer. And because we weren’t able to hold our Monday evening talks this
summer, 135 is also the grand total of visits for this past summer (in 2019 our talks attracted
226 people, bringing the grand total for that summer to 884 persons).

Caleb Coyle of Summerside (left)
and Nathan Wright of Middleton
pose in front of the Callbeck Store
exhibit. Although visitor numbers
were down, the boys kept busy
working on routine maintenance of
the Museum and also in researching
and designing posters for future
exhibits. Caleb enters his third year
in history at UPEI this fall while
Nathan is going into Grade 11
French immersion at Three Oaks
Senior High in Summerside.

THE NEW EXHIBITS PLANNED FOR 2021
We had planned four new exhibits for this past summer, but due to the
restrictions caused by Covid-19 we have had to postpone them to 2021. To
whet your appetite for next summer, here is some information on the four
exhibits:
A DISPLAY OF ANTIQUE CLOCKS
ranging from the 18th century to
about 1930. The clocks will be
selected by Wendell Feener of
Summerside from his large
collection. In 2019 we displayed
three of Wendell’s long-case clocks,
all in working order – which for
those who were there on the hour,
added an aural dimension to the
Museum’s exhibits. Wendell also
gave a demonstration on clocks and
their workings at the free opening
day in August 2019. We will thus
have to wait until next summer to
see the story of clocks through a
display of more than fifty different
styles and types.

Mrs. Mizuno and her son Percy picking
potatoes in Central Bedeque.

Some of the more than 400 clocks in Wendell’s collection.

THE STORY OF THE MIZUNO
FAMILY IN BEDEQUE – The
Mizunos were a Japanese family
interned during the Second World
War in British Columbia. When
the war ended George and Kimiyo
Mizuno with their four children
came to Central Bedeque where
from 1946 to 1952 they farmed on
land provided by the Callbeck
family. After they moved to
southern Ontario they retained an
affection for, and contact with,
their Island friends. The exhibit
will feature photos from the
family collection.

An early undated photo of Freetown village.

An exhibit on THE HISTORY OF FREETOWN was to coincide with a Freetown reunion
planned for this past July. However, the reunion has had to be postponed to 2021
because of the covid virus. We intend to show again the Freetown signature quilt
dating from 1928 (belonging to Katherine Dewar and containing 147 names from the
Freetown area) and there are to be four new posters connected with the history of
Freetown. One will tell the story of the Freetown Royals, a champion hockey team from
the 1930s to the 1950s, about which we already have a display in the Museum. The
other posters will be on the history of Freetown, one of which will tell the story of the
first farm in Freetown, belonging to the Burns family.

THE ACADIANS IN BEDEQUE:
2020 was the 300th anniversary of
the beginning of French and Acadian
settlement on Prince Edward Island
in 1720 and to coincide with the
event (although one year later) we
will present a poster display telling
the story of the Acadian presence in
Bedeque, both before and after the
deportation of 1758.
An early copy of Samuel Holland’s map
of 1765 showing the location of Acadian
homesteads abandoned after the
deportation.

THE BAHS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our tenth AGM was held on Monday July 20 in the William Callbeck Centre, but
because of covid restrictions relating to the room’s size we were limited to a
maximum attendance of 15 persons. We were also unable to have a guest
speaker for the occasion, as we normally do.
Three Board members had given advance notice of their retirement from the
Board: Stuart Affleck, George Read, and Tom Sherry. The Board thanked all of
them for their contribution, and especially Tom and George who have been on
the Board for many years.
The new Board for the current year was elected, consisting of nine members of
the previous Board plus three new members. The following were re-elected:
Percy Affleck, Bill Callbeck, Valerie Curtis, Don Jardine, Susan Leard, Lloyd
MacCallum, Danny McLure, Earle Smith, and Doug Sobey. The new Board
members are Natalie MacDonald, Seymour Desroches, and Paul H. Schurman.
At the first meeting of the new Board in August, the new executive was chosen. It
consists of the same officers as last year: Doug Sobey, President; Valerie Curtis,
Vice-President; Don Jardine, Secretary; and Susan Leard, Treasurer.

The Board’s three new members are (from left): Natalie MacDonald of Central Bedeque,
Seymour Desroches of Chelton, and Paul H. Schurman of Summerside.

SOME SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
On behalf of the Board of
the BAHS, President Doug
Sobey presented Board
member Susan Leard with
a plaque in recognition of
her ten years’ contribution
to the work of the Society
in the role of Treasurer.
The presentation was
made at the 10th AGM on
July 20.

Valerie Curtis, Vicepresident of the BAHS, on
behalf of the Board
presents retiring Board
member George Read of
Borden-Carleton with a
plaque in recognition of
his long service to the
work of the Society.

On behalf of the Board of
the BAHS, new Board
member Paul H. Schurman
of Summerside presented
Doug Sobey with a
specially commissioned
Wayne Wright cartoon in
appreciation for his
contribution to the work
of the Society since its
founding in 2010.

MOVING THE LOWER BEDEQUE SCHOOL

The Lower Bedeque School in 2019.

We have made considerable progress with our plans (reported on in the June Newsletter) to
move the Lower Bedeque School to the Loyalist Monument Park in Central Bedeque, just across
from the Bedeque Museum, where it will be operated as part of the museum. We have raised
the funds needed for the move (mostly through provincial and municipal public sources) and a
contractor has been designated. We have also cleared the school of all of its contents and have
put them into storage. The move, however, will probably not take place until next spring and at
this stage we don’t know whether we will have it ready for next summer’s tourist seas

The school interior in 2019 set up to receive visitors.
The school as displayed in 2019

There follows the annual accounts for the BAHS for the year ending 30 April 2020, as
presented at the AGM on July 21:

